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Occurrence of the Cape Verde Shearwater
Calonectris edwardsii on the Brazilian coast
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The Cape Verde Shearwater, Calonectris edwardsii, was described as a species by
Oustalet (1883), and was later treated as a subspecies of Cory’s Shearwater,
Calonectris diomedea. although it was diagnosed as distinctly and easily separable
from the latter. The phylogenetic analysis of the group, recently performed by
Hazevoet (1995), indicates that the subspecies of Calonectris diomedea (C. d.
diomedea, C. d. borealis and C. d. edwardsii) form an apparently paraphyletic group.
For this reason Hazevoet considered valid the specific status given to the Cape Verde
Shearwater. Since then, other authors have treated this biological form as a full species
(e.g. Sibley 1996. Porter et al. 1997, Olmos & Martuscelli, in press).

Calonectris edwardsii is endemic to the Cape Verde Islands where it breeds in
large colonies (Enticott & Tipling 1997), estimated at 10,000 breeding pairs (Hazevoet
1994). Information regarding its migration is scarce. It is, however, known that they
are absent from the Cape Verde Islands during the non-breeding period (Cramp &
Simons 1977). These authors suggest that the small number of individuals of C.
diomedea which winter in western Africa could be C. edwardsii. Porter et al. (1997)
also remark that the species probably disperses towards the South Atlantic.

Presumed immatures linger in the South Atlantic into the southern winter, and up
to 20 birds/km were wrecked all down the east coast of Brazil (Lima 1994, Olmos et
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al. 1993). Lima er al. (1997) mention finding a specimen of C. edwardsii on the
northern coast of the state of Bahia, Brazil, in May and June 1996, and consider this
to be the first reported for Brazil. On May 27-28, 1997, Olmos & Martuscelli (in
press) observed two individuals at sea, close to the coast of the state of Sao Paulo
(24°47'S. 44°32'W and 24°07'S, 43°48'W), following a fishing boat, associated with
C. diomedea and other pelagic birds. Here, we present reports of C. edwardsii
collected dead on the beaches of the south Brazilian coast.

In 1997 and 1998, monitoring was performed 13 times a month along 3,000 km
of the coast of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. During the monitoring, all birds found
dead were identified, measured, and the cause of death assessed. On 20 May 1998,
three specimens of C. edwardsii were found between co-ordinates 30°25'S, 50°17'W
and 30°52°S, 50°36°W. It proved impossible to determine the sex, because they were
probably young individuals whose viscera were in an initial state of decomposition.
The skeletons and skins were deposited in the scientific collection of higher
vertebrates, at the Zoology Museum of the Universidade do Vale do Rio dos Sinos
(numbers 563. 586 and 587). The biometric data collected (Table 1) agree with those
given by Cramp & Simmons (1997) for C. edwardsii. These values are considerably
smaller than those given by the same authors for C. d. boralis and C. d. diomedea,
anc ~lso lower than those obtained by our team for C. d. borealis (Table 1, M. V.
Petry, unpublished data). Cramp & Simmons (1997) state that C. edwardsii is
approximately 10-15% smaller than C. diomedea. We observed that the characteristics
which distinguish this species from C. diomedea are: shorter, dark bill, with a
subterminal black band instead of large vellow bill of the Cory’s; darker head and
dorsum; relatively longer tail; general aspect smaller and slimmer than Cory’s
Shearwater. These characteristics are also referred to by other authors (Cramp &
Simmons 1977, Harrison 1983, 1987, Enticott & Tipling 1997, Porter et al., 1997).

TABLE 1

Measurements (mm) of three specimens of Calonectris edwardsii collected on the coast of Rio Grande
do Sul State (data from deposited material on the UNISINOS Zoology Museum), and means of 164
specimens of Calonectris diomedea borealis collected on the coast of Rio Grande do Sul State

N.? of collection Total length Wing Bill Tail Tarsus

C. edwardsii

563 470 315 43.8 130 47.6
586 475 310 43.3 125 48.6
587 480 — 42.27 - 47.4
C. d. diomedia
Means 526.9 3499 543 133.1

. he data presented in this study represent the southernmost records of the
astribution of C. edwardsii and, together with the recent observations in Brazil,
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corroborate the hypothesis suggested by Porter ef al. (1997) regarding the dispersion
of the species toward the South Atlantic.
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